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Outdoor Learning
Outdoor learning is an important part of every 
child's development, providing opportunities 
for discovery and giving a sense of freedom. 
Our Outdoor Classroom is intended to provide 
a stimulating learning space and social area. 
Providing idyllic shade and shelter to create 
the perfect location for outdoor learning.  
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PLAYGROUND DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
With phase 1 is almost complete, the children have been heavily involved in phase 2 of the 
redesign meeting with Fawns, the playground company.

Last Friday night, when all the staff and 
children had left for home, a truck stacked with 
wood arrived asking for directions to gain 
access the playground. The Outdoor 
Classroom had arrived! Working throughout 
Friday evening Justin, Dave and Justin’s dad 
laid the foundations and erected the skeletal 
structure for our new wooden building. The 
first evenings work can be seen as a time lapse 
video on our school blog. Saturday, was the 
day the outdoor classroom really began to take 
shape and with photographic updates 
throughout the afternoon, I couldn’t resist 
popping over for a look early on Sunday 
morning. I watched as they attached the side 
panels, admiring the wonderful job before me. 
We are really pleased with the product of their 
weekend and look forward to using it next 
week, after the roof and seating has been 
completed. Our thanks to Justin Krzyweic  and 
Dad, Dave and Sarah Pittaway for their 
excellent work. 

On Monday children from Key Stage 2 
met with Graeme Scott, from the company 
Playtime by Fawns, who had sponsored Mr 
Smith and Mr Wightman’s run to Woolacombe. 
Discussing ideas that they thought all children 
in school would enjoy, the group looked at 
items of equipment that would suit all ages in 
school. Mr Scott aided by the children selected 
the most appropriate positions for the 
equipment, before he measured up and took 
away all their ideas. He will return with plans 
and final costings before the installation 
begins. He remarked, during the morning with 
our children, that his job had been made so 
much easier by such thoughtful and intelligent 
children. 

We do hope the finished area will become 
a well used and looked after, inspiring space 
for the children to use both during lesson time 
and at play. Again, thank you for all you 
support whist we we fundraising for the 
outside area throughout last term. 

The Outdoor 
Classroom is almost 
complete, due to be 

finished this 
weekend!
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This Week In Key Stage One 
So far this term, the whole school 

has been studying all things space. In  
their Literacy work, Class 3 have read 
many space themed books.  In particular  
they have read several books by the 
same author. Simon Bartam, who has 
written Man on the Moon, Bob’s best ever 
friend and Bob and the Moontree 
Mystery. The funny thing  about Bob is 
that he never sees aliens. Every day there 
are some more aliens who climb aboard 
his rocket, when it’s on the Moon and 
he’s not looking. When he arrives back on 
Earth they get off and start mingling with 
the people on Earth but Bob just doesn’t 
see them. In fact he’s sure there are no 
aliens on Earth. Using these stories as a 
backdrop to their work, the children have 
created story maps, described characters 
and settings in preparation to write their 
own tales of adventures in space. As part 
of their topic,  the children have created 
their own works of art inspired by Vincent 
Van Gough some of which can be seen 
the left of this page. Class 2 have also 
been creating  story maps, with a view to 

writing stories.  First of all mapping 
traditional tales, such as Goldilocks and 
the three bears and The three little pigs. 

Mrs Kettle has also found some 
wonderful texts for the children to read 
and enjoy including: Papa please get the 
moon for me and Baby Brains. Below you 
can see some of the children from Class 
2 photographing  reflective surfaces  and 
light sources during  science. With all this 
space related work happening  in class, 
the children should have a wealth of ideas 
for Book Week and our last day of school, 
when we will come dressed as something 
from a space themed story. 

CLASS 3 GALLERY

Art work inspired by Starry night 
by Vincent Van Gough.
Starry Night is a painting by the 
Dutch post-impressionist artist 
Vincent van Gogh.  Painted in June 
1889, it depicts the view outside of 
his window at Saint-Rémy-de-
Provence (located in southern 
France)  at night, although he 
painted it from memory during the 
day. The children of Class 3 used 
paste ls to create the i r own 
masterpieces.  

Using the iPads to 
photograph reflective 

surfaces in Year 1. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-Impressionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-Impressionism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_van_Gogh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vincent_van_Gogh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-R%C3%A9my-de-Provence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-R%C3%A9my-de-Provence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-R%C3%A9my-de-Provence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint-R%C3%A9my-de-Provence


[3]

Can you help ? 

THE NEW COMPUTING 
c u r r i c u l u m r e q u i r e s 
children to learn how to 
c o d e . L a s t y e a r w e 
introduced some of our 
Year 5 to coding through 
‘Scratch’ at the code club 
run by Mr Smith. As this 
ran for over two months, 

Google and the Raspberry 
Pi Foundation gave our 
s c h o o l 3 M o d e l B 
Raspberry Pi’s, with a view 
to them being used to 
int roduce chi ldren to 
coding. A Raspberry Pi is 
a cheap, micro computer, 
pictured above is a  model 
A. We require 'donations' 

o f su rp lus compute r 
equipment, specifically 
monitors, usb mice & 
keyboards, however the 
monitors need to have a 
" H D M I " o r " D V I " 
connection. 'VGA' style 
p l u g s d o n o t e a s i l y 
connect to the Pi. Thank 
you.

Look what 
arrived on Friday 

ready for our new Code 
Club beginning in term 2 

complete with an HD 
camera module.
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Sports News 
The Burford Partnership of Schools 

Football and Netball League. Due to a limited 
number of tournaments last year, I decided to create the BPS 
Football and Netball League,  with a view to giving  the children 
regular competitive sports fixtures. Comprising 8 teams from 7 
of our partnership schools, the teams will play each other 
between October and May, before the top four in the 
league play off to contest the Grand Final.  Find more 
information about the teams involved,  match reports, 
photographs and the league standings at 
www.bpsfootballandnetballleague.wordpress.com 
Our first fixtures are at home against St Kenelm’s 
Primary School, Minster Lovell this month. We are still 
trying to find a date for our opening game to be 
played. For this year the competition will be for children 
in Key Stage 2,  predominantly in Years 5 and 6. However I 
am well aware of some talented sports stars lower down the 
school and am actively looking  for opportunities for them to 
take part in a wide variety of activities.  Details and results of our 
fixtures to follow. 

Molly Haughton of Class 5 held a cake sale last Friday 
after school in aid of the Blue Cross.  Selling a 

variety of cakes baked by her Mum and friends 
she raised a wonderful £80 thanks to your 
generosity (and love of cakes!). Molly and her 
Mum would like to say a huge thank you for 
your support. 

Many thanks to all who attended our Harvest Festival,  on 
Monday 7 October at St Stephen’s Church. Our theme this year 
was ‘Bees’ and their part in the harvest. All food donations this 
year will go to Oxford Homeless Pathways. 

Congratulations to all of our
recipients of this week’s  Friday 
Certificates. Pictured to the left 
are all the children receiving 
their awards for: Excellent 
English, Mathematician of the 
week, Fantastic French and the 
Achievement Award. A variety 
of reasons were given for 
winning their awards.
Well done everyone.

DIARY DATES MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Dates for your 
diary week 
beginning 
Monday 14 
October 2013.

1pm: Class 4 
Swimming 

3pm: Parents 
evening 1

9am: JR Rugby 
sessions

am: Oxford Fire 
and Rescue 
Service visiting

3pm: Parents 
evening 1

Strike Action
called by NUT 
and NASUWT 
unions. 

School is 
closed.

am: School 
Photos

Keep  right 
up to date via 
our class and 
school blogs.

Blue Cross

Harvest

FRIDAY ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

http://www.bpsfootballandnetballleague.wordpress.com
http://www.bpsfootballandnetballleague.wordpress.com

